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Stockton, Calif. – Congressman McNerney congratulated local companies on the receipt of
grant money to help create jobs in San Joaquin County’s agricultural sector.  Three companies
were selected: one from Manteca, one from Lodi, and one from Stockton.

  

“It is so vital to take every opportunity we have to create jobs in our region, and it is important
that we create some of those jobs in the agricultural sector.  Together, we can get our economy
back on track.  I commend these companies for applying for these grants and their commitment
to our community,” said Rep. McNerney.

  

Pacific Coast Producers in Lodi will receive $300,000.  Delta Blue Blueberries in Manteca will
receive $49,000.  Finally, Arburua Enterprises, Inc. in Stockton will receive $35,000.

  

The money comes through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Value-Added
Producer Grant Program (VAPG).  The money granted through this program can be used for
feasibility studies or business plans, working capital for marketing value-added agricultural
products and for farm-based renewable energy projects. Eligible applicants include independent
producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, agricultural producer groups, and
majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.  Value-added products are created when
a producer increases the consumer value of an agricultural commodity in the production or
processing stage.

  

“We have to be focused on what can be done to grow our economy in this region.  I am glad
that these companies took advantage of this great opportunity.  I remain committed to doing
whatever I can to help create more jobs in San Joaquin County,” said Rep. McNerney. 
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